
EYFS: LITERACY  
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide 

range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 

 Foundation Stage 1a Foundation Stage 1b Foundation Stage 2a Foundation Stage 
2b 

Reading Hear and develop a 
preference for stories, 
rhymes, songs, poems or 
jingles. 
Repeat words or phrases 
from familiar stories. 
Fill in the missing word or 
phrase in a known rhyme, 
story or game 
Recite familiar rhymes 
and poems by heart 
 

Join in with rhyming and rhythmic activities. 
Show awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 

Recognise rhythm in spoken words. 
Listen to and join in with stories and poems, one-to-one and in 
small groups 
Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and 
phrases in rhymes and stories. 
Join in with class rhymes and poems.   
 Make up nonsense words that sound the same. 
 
Be aware of the way stories are structured. 

Suggest how the story might end. 
Talk about stories I know.  
 Talk about what the characters are doing.  
Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 
Describe main story setting, events and principal 
characters. 
Make links between familiar rhymes and stories and own 
experiences 
Talk about pictures in books.   
Talk about objects, people and events in books 
Talk about illustrations and print in books and print in the 
environment. 

Recognise familiar words and signs such as own name and 

advertising logos. 

Looks at books independently. 
Handles books carefully. 
Know that information can be relayed in the form of print. 
Hold a book the correct way up and turn pages. 

Know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from 

left to right and top to bottom. 

 

 

 

Continue a rhyming string. 
Hear and say the initial sound in words. 
Segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 
together and knows which letters represent some of 
them. 
Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of 
the alphabet. 
Read words and simple sentences. 
 
Use pictures and words to describe events in a story.  
Discuss key events in a story in order.  
Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are 
increasingly influenced by their experiences of books. 
Be immersed in an increasing range of books. 
Know that information can be retrieved from books and 
computers. 
Talk about features of the front and back cover including non-
fiction 
Use the pictures in a book to find out what the book is about 
including non-fiction 
 
Read and understand simple sentences.  
Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read 
them aloud accurately.  
Read some common irregular words.   
Demonstrate understanding when talking with others 
about what they have read. 
 

Read phonically regular 
words of more than 
one syllable 
Read many irregular 
but high frequency 
words.  
Use phonic, semantic 
and syntactic 
knowledge to 
understand unfamiliar 
vocabulary.  
Describe the main 
events in the simple 
stories they have read 
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Writing Distinguish between the 

different marks they 
make 

Give meaning to marks as they draw and paint. 

Ascribe meanings to marks that they see in different 

places. 
Make simple labels. 

Give meaning to marks they make as they draw, write 
and paint. 
Break the flow of speech into words. 
Group marks/letters together in word-like clusters.  
Use some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 
meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in 
sequence. 
Write own name and other things such as labels, captions. 
Write lines of word-like clusters and will sometimes put a 
full stop at the end of the line.  
Sometimes start my writing with a capital letter.  
Make and share a simple sentence, eg    
I went to the park. With some words spelt correctly 
Use words and phrases to make a simple sentence.  
Eg. The red bus is fast.  
Say out loud what is going to be written.  
Write a sentence about something familiar. 
Read writing to an adult.  
 
Write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 
Use their phonic knowledge to write words in 
ways which match their spoken sounds.   
Write some irregular common words.  
Write simple sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others.  Some words are spelt 
correctly and others are phonetically plausible 
 

Spell phonically 
regular words of 
more than one 
syllable as well as 
many irregular 
but high 
frequency words. 
Use key features 
of narrative in 
their own writing.  
 

 


