
Physical Development:
PE will continue with Mr Troman on a Monday morning so please 
come into school already dressed in your PE kits (please don’t bring 
them in as there’s no time to change into them). This half term, the 
PE focus is ‘invasion skills’ where the children will be learning skills 
such as dribbling, shooting, passing etc. This will support the 
children in developing their communication and their team work 
skills. 
In class, we will be encouraging children to put on their own coats 
and do up buttons and zips independently. We will continue with a 
range of fine and gross motor activities during our continuous 
provision in order to strengthen our muscles and support our 
writing development. We will be participating in our funky finger 
activities, parachute games, using the trikes and bikes etc and 
playing in our new mud kitchen! 

Key Texts:
• Mr Wolf’s Pancakes
• Mr Men & Little Miss: Pancake Day
• Handa’s Surprise
• How to Catch a Star
• Beegu
• What the Ladybird Heard
• Oliver’s Vegetables
• Farmer Duck
• Pig in the Pond
• The Way Back Home

Literacy Development:
Reading: 
We will be continuing with our daily phonics sessions where the 
children are taught the key skills to succeed in reading. It has been 
incredibly exciting to see all the wonderful progress the children are 
making and seeing how much their confidence has grown when it 
comes to reading. Please keep reading at home as often as you can, 
this will help to boost your child’s progress. 
Writing:
Children in our Set 1a, b and c groups will continue to develop their 
fine motor skills and letter formation, moving onto using oral 
blending to support the writing of CVC words (e.g. cat, pin, ten). 
Children in ditty, Red and Green groups will be doing ‘Get Writing’ 
where they will begin to remember short phrases and sentences and 
begin to independently write these – these writing activities are 
based on the story they have read in phonics that day. 

On the Move!

Communication & Language:
This half term we are focusing on our story time 
discussions, we will be focusing on learning new vocabulary 
and using these words in our play and in our own 
conversations. When we learn new words, we add them to 
our word wall and are encouraged to use them in our 
speech. 
During our story times, children are encouraged to listen 
to stories and talk about what happened in the story – this 
will be one of our main focuses this half term, so when 
you’re reading at home with your child, talk about the 
story. Children are also encouraged to speak in sentences 
and participate in imaginative play, these opportunities 
are provided through our role play and small world areas 
in our classroom and outside. 

Mathematics:
Throughout the half term our main focus will be on counting 
to 10 and to 20, confidently and accurately. We are working 
hard on number recognition, so please keep practicing your 
numbers whenever you can at home. 

Other mathematical areas we will be learning about this half 
term: 

• 3D shape
• Pattern – Repeating Patterns
• Number recognition and representing numbers
• Comparing quantities and numbers (more, less, equal)
• Number bonds to 5 and some within 10
• Weight – understanding and comparing weight

Understanding the World:
This half term, our topic is ‘On the Move’. Our learning for the 
first 2 weeks will be focused around Handa’s Surprise which is set 
in Africa. We will be creating our own maps and exploring our 
senses during welly walks. We will also be comparing our homes 
and our country with Africa and the homes there. 

We will then be heading off to space and our learning will be 
focused around past and present, understanding the meaning 
of past and present and then making links between this, and our 
space travel learning. 

For our final 2 weeks we will be learning all about farms – we will 
be learning about lifecycles (and watch our very own caterpillars 
transform into butterflies) and we will also be learning about 
mothers and their young – learning lots of new vocabulary, and 
matching adult animals to their babies. 

Expressive Arts & Design:
During the half term we will be doing a range of art activities such as leaf 
rubbings, painting, observation drawings, printing and junk modelling. 
Children will use a range of mediums such as: paint, crayons, oil pastels, 
sketching pencils and a range of construction materials. Children will be 
encouraged to discuss their pieces of artwork with an adult and their peers, 
giving meaning to their work. 
Throughout the half term, children will also be developing their skills and 
confidence in using musical instruments, using them to represent animals 
and emotions etc. We will be learning to play instruments to a 
song/rhythm/beat, and we will also be performing a range of songs and 
learning to move in time with the music. Children will continue to retell stories 
through role play and participate in imaginative play in our small world and 
role play corners. 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development:
Our theme in Jigsaw this half term is ‘Healthy Me’, 
we will be focusing on how we can keep ourselves 
healthy, we will learn about the importance of 
exercise, resting and moving, healthy and unhealthy 
food choices, sleep, hygiene and stranger danger. 

In class, we will be focusing on building 
‘constructive and respectful’ relationships as well as 
learning to express our feelings and consider the 
feelings of others, thinking about the perspective of 
others. 

Other information: 

Please keep practicing your flashcards at home to develop fluency 
in recalling sounds. Hearing your children read their RWI books will 
support your child’s progress in reading and consolidate phonics 
learning in school. Children will continue to bring home a library 
book of their choice for you to share at home – this doesn’t have to 
be read by your child, just share the book and talk about it, it’s all 
about developing their love for reading! ☺

This half term, we would love for you to be sharing more with us on 
tapestry. If your child does something wonderful at home, or you get 
up to anything exciting at the weekend etc, please do share this with 
us on tapestry. We will be having ‘Show and Tell’ on a Monday 
afternoon, so if the children have anything exciting to show or tell us 
about, this can be something on tapestry for us to put up on the 
board and share too! 

Axminster Community Primary Academy
Term: Spring 2           Class: Reception            Teacher: Miss Reeve   

Messages:
Please can your child have at least 1 full set of spare clothes and a 
pack of wet wipes in case they have an accident, get muddy, wet etc. 
Don’t forget to bring in a bag with your child’s reading pack in, this 
will be collected in each morning as they are now bringing home 
books regularly.  


